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Núcleo de apoio à População Ribeirinha da Amazônia 

“Social Development with Environmental 
protection” 
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NAPRA began its activities in 1995 and it became an 
independent non-profit organization in 2003. NAPRA’s 
mission is to support and strengthen riverside communities 
situated in isolated areas of the Amazon forest, surrounded 
by legal conservation units. These populations are generally 
excluded from basic public services. NAPRA has a fixed 
base lodge on the Baixo Madeira River, a branch of the 
Amazon River in the São Carlos do Jamari community. The 
organization is currently composed of 60 professionals, 
lecturers, and undergraduate and post-graduate student 
volunteers from more than ten universities in Brazil.  Student 
volunteers involved in NAPRA’s work learn about the needs 
of the local communities and have the opportunity to apply 
their knowledge and skills in real-life situations. NAPRA’s 
main activities are in the areas of education, health services 
and Production&Organization. The traditional and indigenous 
communities along the rivers in the Amazon are vital for the 
preservation of  the adjacent forest. NAPRA fully believes 
that support for the livelihoods of the target communities will 
in turn foster the preservation of their environment and 
natural habitats.  In addition, strengthening and empowering 
traditional and indigenous communities by helping them to 
develop their livelihoods in a sustainable manner is the 
primary way of deterring the strong tendency of riverside 
people to migrate to urban areas. NAPRA’s longstanding and 

successful experience is based on the following principles (i) engaging in dialogue with communities about 
their needs; (ii) establishing long lasting relationships of trust with the communities; (iii) encouraging and 
valuing traditional culture; (iv) participating in setting short and long term objectives; and (v) promoting the 
facilitation of multisector projects based on community needs. In following these principles, NAPRA spurs 
sustainable development decisions from within communities themselves. 
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1 Most of the information of the Amazon Rainforest Context and production&organization project was taken from the 
paper “Empowering isolated communities from the Amazon Rain Forest through the Mini-Factory, a diverse concept of 
processing Non Timber Forest Products (NTFP)” wrote by Jeferson Straatmann and Marcelo Salazar published and 
presented at the XII International Conference on Production Technology, Berlin. October, 11 and 12 of 2007. 
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2 This area is equivalent to 2.8 times the Germany area. 
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• Mini-factory - Structure for NTFP 
production and commercialization 

• Development of a Management 
plan for Conservation Unities 

• Workshops - “ Step by step from 
production to commercialization ”   

• Empowerment of young people 

• Local teachers Education 

• Traditional Cultural significance  
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